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when attacking a rear guard, for the latter cannot
fulfil its mission once it has been turned*

After giving these orders, Napoleon came back to
Charleroi in order to watch the events taking place
on the road to Gosselies, and to hasten (so it is said)
the march of Vandamme's Corps. His absence brought
indecision back into the minds of the French generals
before Gilly; they believed themselves to be confronted
by considerable forces. They had heard of movements
made by troops of the 3rd brigade (Jagow) coming
from Sombreffe. These were, so they thought, rein-
forcements coming up. Such news and the difficulty
of reconnoitring through the wood delayed their action.
It took them more than two hours to combine their
attack. At about 5.30, Napoleon, feeling uneasy at
not hearing the guns from the direction of Gilly, came
up again in person. He felt no doubt either as regarded
the enemy's state of surprise, or as regarded his state
of dispersion, or, above all, as regarded the necessity
under which he, Napoleon, found himself of advancing
rapidly. He ordered the attack; it was nearly 6 p.m.
A battery of sixteen French guns opened the attack*
Then, all dispositions having been taken behind the
Windmill hill, near Grand-Trieu farm, three columns
debouched; that on the right went in the direction of
the small wood occupied by the F. of the 1st; that in
the centre left Gilly on its left and marched on the
centre of the position; that on the left went to the
north of that village. They were supported by PajoPs
cavalry.

The Prussian battery soon suffered heavy losses
from the fire of the French artillery. The skirmishers
had come into action on bqjbh sides, when General
Ziethen ordered General Pirch II to retreat. The
Prussian battalions had no sooner begun this movement
than they were charged by the French cavalry. It was
the Emperor who had ordered General Letort to charge
with the squadrons on duty near himself. Seeing that
the Prussians were about to reach the woods and
thereby to escape, he threw against them the very
first cavalry to his hand. Letort did not take the
time to collect his four squadrons, he started with those
of the 15th Dragoons; the others were to follow as
soon as they could. Crossing the brook north of the